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Thanks to the generosity of our donors the Trust was able to continue its support of a number of long-term projects and undertake some new initiatives. There are regular special appeals for our help.

Ongoing Projects supported by The Peter Trust in East Timor 

All the beneficiaries of the Peter Trust in East Timor have recently sent acknowledgements and receipts for the financial support provided by our donors during the months since the last Update (Autumn 2008). These include:

The clinics (static, mobile, and now mother & baby) provided for the people in the southern coastal town of Suai and the surrounding villages by the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres along with the staff (medical and technical) they employ - whose wages are also paid by the Trust as is the provision of the medicines (£5000).

The home visits undertaken to disabled and traumatised children and adults by the ALMA Sisters, together with the professional care offered at their clinic/convent in Dili - which now has (limited) residential facilities (£4500).

The orphanages run by the Dominican Sisters at several locations around East Timor (Nartabora, Soibada, Dili) which care for about a hundred and fifty children and young people. This includes assistance with their educational expenses at the nearest primary or secondary schools -including the costs of tuition, and of local accommodation when necessary (£5000).  

The provision of nutritional supplements to many children and elderly people continues every week in various localities - including the villages around Suai in the south and Railaku in the northern hills. 

Malnutrition is widespread in East Timor and is detrimental to general health. In particular it affects children’s ability to attend school and to the lessons offered to them. The tuition fees and accommodation costs of 20 students from the remoter villages in the vicinity of Railaku are also being met by the Trust (£2200 – for these several purposes).

At Railaku the Trust was able to provide for the supply and installation of solar panels at the local Secondary School enabling lessons to continue beyond daylight hours and for the operation of computers and other equipment dependent upon a reliable power supply.  This assistance, enabled through a special appeal to donors, included the training of local people in the general maintenance of the system which is now fully functional  (£4520): 

High School students delight in their

Solar Panels & the power they give for light & technical equipment! >
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Following on another special appeal to donors last Christmas (2007), villagers in several more remote areas - including Soibada and Turiscai in the central mountains as well as in Railaku and Suai - have been supplied with domestic animals (pigs, chickens, goats) which they are also successfully breeding. 

£4000 was generated in response to a special appeal this Christmas (2008) for the purchase of cows for poor families. This sum has been transferred to the Trust Account in Dili and several local parish priests and religious congregations have expressed their wish to help in carrying this project into effect. Hopefully by the time the next Update is published there will be some good news to report on this new venture.

The further development of the asrama (boarding facility) for girls from the surrounding mountain villages which enables them to attend school in Baocnana (Oecussi enclave) and to benefit from the acquisition of social and domestic skills through the community living organised in the asrama by the parish priests and their local lay assistants (£1500).

As already reported the Trust provided the furnishing of classrooms in the parish school at Turiscai along with the provision of a generator, computer, printer and PA system (£4000).

Support was also given to a number of young people from all over East Timor who had been nominated to attend the special Good Samaritan Hostel in Gleno - established by Fr Domingos Soares of the Dili Diocese for leadership training. In response to the appeal made here in person by Fr Domingos a sum was raised which ensured the continued secondary education and special personal formation of 15 promising senior students (£2000).

The Trust was also able to fund the final year of University Education of Pinto Cardoso Manuel Soares in Yogykarta and Jeremias Baptista Gomes in Kupang (£4375). These two young men hope to graduate in International Politics and English Language respectively in June/July 2009 and, if successful, may be able to visit us here in this country to express their gratitude in person.

Besides the financial support afforded by the Peter Trust to these various projects the beneficiaries want all donors to know that the moral support that is offered by the concern of people who live on the other side of the world is greatly encouraging in itself.

The Current Situation in East Timor

On Christmas Eve 2008, Finn Reske-Nielsen, the Acting Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, who heads up the Organisation’s current Mission of Integration in East Timor (UNMIT) made the following very positive declaration.

‘In UNMIT’s view we can say clearly that we feel very good about the progress that has been made in Timor in 2008 and the resiliency demonstrated by the Timorese people in a year that started with a great challenge [the attempted assassination of the President - and the great risk of subsequent civil strife]. The streets of Dili and the rest of the country are calm and peaceful. There have been solid advances in democratic governance and respect for human rights. Much has been achieved in the return of the Internally Displaced Persons and a resolution to the issue of the Petitioners [those who had alleged discrimination and favouritism in the national security services]. Parliament is playing its role in an increasingly active manner. Dialogue between the political parties on issues of national importance is robust and constructive. The recent Security Sector Seminar showed Timorese focus on developing a clear and democratically based strategic vision for the military and police. The country is at peace and the people of Timor-Leste are ready to celebrate the Christmas holidays in a calm and dignified manner. We believe that the Timorese people can be proud of this year’s accomplishments and can look forward to even greater progress in 2009.’

Sr Carmen Pangilinan SPC, one of the Peter Trust agents in Dili, emailed Christmas greetings as follows: 

Wishing you the members of the Peter Trust and all its supporters a happy Christmas and a fruitful year 2009.
 
Thank you for all your assistance and support in the past especially during 2008.  You cannot imagine how much joy you can give to so many poor people in East Timor, who while sitting on a sea of oil, have very little to eat, much less spend for the Christmas Holydays. There is however, a sense of peace.  Almost every street has a giant-size crib where Christmas music is heard and where people gather to pray and greet each other. For our people we greet you once again: 

BOAS FESTAS NATAL, FELIZ ANO NOVO.

Continuing Problems are linked:
Unemployment, limited education, undeveloped civil service. 

Although there is indeed much progress to celebrate there are ongoing problems of which one of the most significant is lack of employment. 

Of East Timor’s present population of 1 million 25% are aged 15-29. Competition for jobs is stiff. Even those who have acquired tertiary level qualifications have difficulty in finding work. 

Timor has one of the fastest growing populations on earth, at an annual 5%. Each year Timor’s formal sector creates 400 jobs but up to 15,000 young Timorese enter the labour market. 

According to the 2004 census unemployment in Dili was 23%, rising to 42% among those aged 20-24. Things have not improved much since then - and consumer prices have increased 13% since 2006.

The country has mineral wealth (oil/gas) that will swell to $4bn this year, but the young must wait until their government can effectively spend this income. Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao has said: ‘Our challenge is not lack of resources, but lack of capacity to use our existing resources’.

The Government may have access to a huge pot of money, but most people won’t feel its benefit until the public service sector is better equipped to cope with spending that money for the good of the country.

The Secretary of State for Youth and sport, Miguel Manetulu, has said that current initiatives include sending youth to work in Korea, and recruitment drives for the oil sector. ‘But the problem is that our young people do not have sufficient qualifications to compete in many jobs. More training must be provided’. 

Fewer than 50% of all children reach grade 6 in school, only about 12% complete secondary education, and 20% reach adulthood with no formal education at all. 

Many of those who finish some formal education are ill equipped to enter the workforce. Timor’s tertiary-education institutions are unregulated and are producing people with high expectations but limited capacity to work.

Hence it is that thousands of young Timorese are leaving the country to seek work elsewhere. Many have come to Britain – and are mostly toiling in the food processing industry and sending their wages home to their extended families. However, the economic crisis has made their continued employment and limited remuneration precarious.

The Peter Trust has thus opted to give what support it can to furthering the provision of education and training and to enabling especially the poorest young people to access what is being offered in their homeland or at least in their regional locality.

o0o

Many thanks at the beginning of this New Year to all our Friends and Supporters and to all donors whose generosity is enabling an increasing number of projects in health care, education, income generation, technical and leadership training to be established and maintained in East Timor. The need for your assistance continues to be very great: it will be at least a generation before the people of East Timor can develop their country so as to provide adequately for their basic needs – until then all that we can do to help is much appreciated!
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